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OKD – a socially responsible business

The policies of social responsibility and sustainable development form an integral part of the OKD business strategy. The social responsibility of OKD encompasses not just activities linked to occupational safety and improving the quality of working conditions, but the providing of active support to communities, the minimisation of negative impacts of corporate activities on the environment, and communication with the public and developing positive relationships with customers and partners. Activities thus pursued by OKD include the development of the region and striving to improve the environs of all local inhabitants, either directly or through the activities of the company’s OKD Foundation.

In 2010, OKD was recognised as the second most generous corporate philanthropist in the Czech Republic. In the prestigious TOP FILANTROP rankings, the company placed second according to the volume of resources donated in support of projects beneficial to the public or cultural or sports events.

Philanthropy

· OKD Foundation

The OKD Foundation was established in early 2008 with the aim of developing spiritual and humanitarian values, supporting education, sport, healthcare and cultural development and contributing to environmental protection. Although the Foundation is committed primarily to the Moravian-Silesian Region, where as much as 80 per cent of its resources are directed, grants have been awarded to projects across the Czech Republic.

In the period from the Foundation's inception to mid-2010, more than 800 projects received Foundation support. This comprised distributed funds in excess of CZK 123 million. In the first half of 2010, the Foundation supported nearly 200 projects and also engaged itself in helping out in unexpected large-scale emergencies. The OKD Foundation has established a special instrument for such events– the Crisis Fund. This fund ensures that victims of, for example, flooding or mining disasters, receive the necessary aid quickly.

The OKD Foundation operates four grant programmes – For Health, For Joy, For Europe and For the Future.

· For Health

Through its For Health grant programme, the Foundation strives to contribute to improving the quality of diagnostic and therapeutic facilities and to better employment opportunities and greater integration of handicapped and socially disadvantaged people in the society.

Examples of support: The halfway house “Heřmánek” Karviná, the sheltered workshop of the St. Alexander Charity in Ostrava as well as other organisations within this area, and the provision of equipment for nursing and retirement homes.

· For Joy

This grant programme focuses on supporting projects with a social and cultural dimension and/or projects helping to maintain traditions in the region.

Examples of support: folklore festivals, cultural and educational projects of pre-schools and elementary schools, the brass band “Májovák”, and leisure time centres throughout the region.

· For the Future

Besides supporting environmental protection projects, the Foundation has used this grant programme to provide support for activities promoting sustainability principles and environmentally friendly ways of living. Under this programme, the Foundation also pays attention to projects contributing to development in the region and improving its attractiveness to visitors from within the Czech Republic and abroad.

Examples of support: co-financing of two new displays at the Ostrava Zoo, revitalisation of parks, construction of school playgrounds and outdoor lecturing facilities, and the restoration of historical monuments in the region.

· For Europe

Nonprofit organisations often struggle with the stifling demands of finding sufficient financial resources to meet their overheads. One possibility available to them is to source financing from corresponding EU funds. However, in order to acquire support from these funds it is necessary to create high-quality, fault-free applications capable of passing through the approval process. The OKD Foundation has therefore created a programme that is unique in the Czech Republic. It offers support to nonprofit organisations in their quest for resources from European Union funds. Projects applying for financial support from EU funds can also obtain support from the OKD Foundation.

Through the OKD Foundation, the company has long supported programmes helping children and maintaining mining traditions:

· OKD for children

OKD helped found the civic association St. Barbora which is committed to helping children who have lost a parent in a mining occupation. OKD also supports the halfway house “Heřmánek” in Karviná that prepares young people from children’s homes for an independent adult life.

· Mining monuments

OKD has for quite some time contributed towards the expenses of the Landek Foundation. The Foundation strives to restore and maintain old mining traditions. It also publishes various documents on mining history and supports the activities of the Mining Museum in Ostrava. The Foundation relays financial and material support received from OKD. This is primarily directed at the salvation of historical monuments in the Ostrava-Karviná district.

Environment

As part of its endeavours aimed at minimising negative environmental impacts of its business activities, OKD invests considerable efforts in the reclamation of landscapes affected by mining operations. Decontamination and reclamation works place considerable demands on time and finance in regard to landscaping activities. These are performed in line with plans approved in relation to the valid planning regulations of the relevant local authorities. OKD is also diligent in processing all secondary products and waste created during coal mining.

Sponsoring

OKD is keen to ensure that the Moravian-Silesian Region and people who live and work there find what they need to lead quality lives. The company also devotes much attention to the youngest generations and supports projects focusing on their upbringing and education. Creating opportunities for quality leisure time is another important sphere of interest for the company.

As a mining company, OKD values mining traditions that lie at the foundation of the complete modern history of the Moravian-Silesian Region. In order to enable the young generations to continue developing these traditions, OKD supports specialised education at both secondary and university levels.

In the past three years, OKD has spent nearly CZK 100 million in support of these projects. More than 80 per cent of the resources have been channelled into activities carried out directly in the Moravian-Silesian Region.

· Sport

OKD acts as the general partner of the handball club Baník OKD Karviná, which successfully defended its league title in 2010. Since 2008, OKD has also acted as the general partner of football club MFK OKD Karviná.

· Culture

OKD also acts as an important partner in the area of culture. The company has a tradition of sponsoring the international music festival Colours of Ostrava, concerts held during Miners’ Day and a Shakespearean Festival.
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